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directed the commission that re-wrote Virginia's current state
constitution and is in his 50th year on the University of Virginia
Law School faculty.
Scholars address liberal arts education and
According to Howard - regarded as one of today's top concontemporary issues in an engaged society
stitutional law experts - drawing added attention to concepts
such as the need to become familiar with the U.S. Constitution
The Madison Visio Series is destined to make a difference in
that was so heavily influenced by JMU' s eponym is a marvelous
example of the intrinsic value of this JMU speaker series.
The sch Jar , thin ers and leaders participating in this inau"It would be a great tragedy if the generation of people who
a generation from now will be this
ural year ft e lee re series are
elving int issu& t at strike at the
country's leaders and its citizens turn
their backs on politics," Howard
eart of w y it is important to be
says. "If that happens, they are basiiWell-groun ed in liberal education
cally bailing out on what matters in
o matter student's particular acaAmerican life."
emic inte est.
As Howard sees it, a stronger
Take it rom A.E. Dick Howard,
understanding of the basic tenants of
who knows a l:lit about what impact
the Constitution is a must, especially
ca
_ad.fro.in a liberal arts and scitoday. "One of the challenges for peoences education.
ple who are teachers, professors, city
The first speaker in the Madison
councilmen, state legislators, jourVision Series, Howard is a Rhodes
The lecture series continued during October with
nalists and other leaders is to tty to
Scholar, clerked two years for former
a visit from Association of American Colleges and
Universities President Carol Geary Schneider.
draw young people into this national
Supreme Court Justice Hugo Black,
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Scholar trio
ranksJMUas
a top Fulbright
producer list
MU was named a
top producer of U.S.
Fulbright Scholars
for the 2012-13 academic year. Among
the national Fulbright professors, Anthony Tangen, JMU
professor of mathematics,
spent time in Mexico at the
University of Colima researching and teaching in the area
of mathematical biology.
Sang Yoon, JMU professor
of art, design and art history
and a two-time Fulbright
award winner, is teaching
graphic design at Kyung Hee

' the leaders of this
great country need to
be grounded in subjects
that have really pressed
them to think, understand and analyze.'

conversation because
ject," Howard says.
they will inherit this
"You need to take
system," he explains.
specific majors
obviously, but the
"And if they just bail
out and say it's all
leaders of this great
corrupt and we want
country need to be
nothing to do with
grounded in subit, then they forfeit
jects that have really
their own future."
pressed them to
JMU's trademark
think, understand
and
analyze.
liberal education
- A.E. DICK HOWARD
"It's really what
curriculum - an
approach that includes big-picture perspective
James Madison University and other universities are all about," Howard says, adding, "Part
and broad, challenging conceptual thinking
as necessities to problem-solving - is vital,
of the fabric of a good liberal arts education is
Howard says.
that people come away understanding some"If this nation is going to survive, prosper
thing about the Constitution. They don't have
and compete, we have to have people who
to be experts, but they must understand what it
is and why it matters; hence, the true value of a
are creative and know how to think moreso
series such as this one." ffl
than those who have only mastered a subIn addition to her Madison Vision
Series lecture, Association of
American Colleges and Universities
President Carol Geary Schneider
(left) sat down with JMU Vice Provost for University Studies Linda
Halpern to discuss the importance
of a liberal education. Both Geary
Schneider and Halpern have been
recognized with the Joseph Katz
Award for Distinguished Contributions to the Practice and Discourse
of General and Liberal Education.

-+SEE THEIR CONVERSATION at
www.jmu.edu/connect.

BUTTERFLIES COURTESY OF ANTHONY TONGEN

https://commons.lib.jmu.edu/madisonmagazine/vol37/iss1/9

Migrating Monarch butterflies at the Piedra Herrada
Santuary in Mexico. One of
Tongen's research projects
was to mathematically model
the unique migration of the
Monarch butterfly.

University in her native South
Korea (Read more about her
Fulbright experience on Page
33). Charles Bolyard, JMU
professor of philosophy and
religion, is studying medieval
philosopher Henry Harclay at
the University of Cyprus. His
research grant will allow him
to study under Christopher
Schabel, one of the world's
foremost Harclay scholars.
Over the past several years,
Bolyard has developed a
strong interest in Harclay
and has presented his findings at international conferences in Freising, Germany,
and in Toronto. ffl
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